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PRESS RELEASE 

The Press Council of Ireland and the Office of the Press Ombudsman today launched their Annual Report for 

2014.  The Report highlighted that the Office of the Press Ombudsman had received 350 complaints about 

articles published across newspaper, (national and regional), magazines and on-line news platforms.   

The Report, launched today by Minister for Justice and Equality Frances Fitzgerald TD contained details 

about the activities of the organisation during 2014, and about the Principles of the Code of Practice for 

Newspapers and Magazines which complainants claimed had been breached.  “The Principle most cited by 

complainants is Principle 1 (Truth and Accuracy)” said the Press Ombudsman Peter Feeney, here presenting 

his first annual report since taking office in September of 2014, following the retirement of Professor John 

Horgan.     Other areas cited were Principle 5 (Privacy) “one in ten complaints ” and Principle 9 (Children) 

“one in eight complaints  ”   

The Press Council Chairman Mr Daithi O’Ceallaigh announced a new requirement in the Code of Practice 

relating to the reporting of suicide.  The new requirements reads “In the reporting of suicide, excessive 

detail of the means of suicide should be avoided”.  The chairman advised that the council had “sought the 

assistance of the Samaritans” on this new element in the Code of Practice, and he thanked them for their 

advice and expertise.   

Welcoming the announcement Catherine Brogan, Executive Director, Samaritans Ireland said “Samaritans 

welcomes today’s announcement of the Press Council’s decision to add a new sub-clause to their Code of 

Practice, which directly addresses how the Press reports suicide.” 

 “We recognise that the media can play a hugely important role in raising awareness of the issues 

surrounding suicide and encouraging people who are struggling to cope to seek help and we look forward to 

continuing this work with the Press Council and media outlets across Ireland.” 
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