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New Press Council 
Chairman  

 
 
  Mr Daithi O’Ceallaigh was appointed 
 the Press Council’s second  Chair-
 man with effect from September  
 last.   

 
 
He has had a  distinguished diplomatic career spanning more than 35 years.  
He held posts in Moscow, London, Belfast, New York, Finland and Estonia,  
before serving as  Ambassador to  London for 6 years from 2001. He was  
subsequently appointed  Ambassador to the UN and the World Trade  
Organisation and the Conference on Disarmament in Geneva. 
 
Mr O’Ceallaigh retired from the foreign service in 2009 and is currently Director 
General (part time) of the Institute of International and European Affairs in  
Dublin. 
 
He replaces the first Chairman of the Press Council, Professor Thomas Mitchell, 
whose chairmanship saw the establishment of the Council itself, and who also 
played a key role in the Press Industry Standing Committee, which drew up the 
details of the new structures of the Council and the Office of the Press  
Ombudsman. 
 
Two new independent  members of the Press Council were also appointed dur-
ing the Summer, following an advertisement and interviews.  They are Professor 
Aine Hyland, Emeritus Professor of Education at University College, Cork, and 
Mr Eamonn Mac Aodha, Chief Executive of the Irish Human Rights Commission.  

 
They replace two retiring members of the Council, former District   Justice Mary 
Kotsonouris, and Mr Peter O’Mahony, former CEO of the Irish Refugee Council. 
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HAITI CONNECT AND THE IRISH MAIL ON SUNDAY 
 
The Press Ombudsman  decided not to uphold a complaint made by  
the head of a charitable  organization, Haiti Connect,  that  an article 
published in the Irish Mail on Sunday about the organization  breached 
the Code of Practice for Newspapers and Magazines  
 
The charity raised money in Ireland to install wi-fi networks in Haiti, and 
the material published was based mainly on  material that the  
complainant had posted on Twitter and Facebook and on his personal 
blog. 
 
Click here for full decision 

 
DR JAMES McDAID TD AND THE IRISH SUNDAY MIRROR 
 
The Press Ombudsman  decided that  an offer by the Irish Sunday Mirror  
to publish a clarification  in response to a complaint made by Dr James 
McDaid TD  was sufficient remedial action on its part to resolve the  
complaint.   The newspaper clarification concerned an article that it pub-
lished about a minor car accident involving Dr McDaid. 
 
Click here for full decision 
 
MR JAMES GANTLEY AND THE SUNDAY WORLD 
 
The Press Ombudsman  decided to uphold a complaint made by Mr 
James Gantley about a statement published in an article in the Sunday 
World  which said that  Mr Gantley was one of seven major criminals  
summoned to a meeting in 1994 in connection with the selling of drugs. 
 
Click here for full decision 
 

All decisions of the Press Ombudsman and Press Council of Ireland  are 
accessible here 
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Delegates from more than 30 countries meeting as the Alliance of  
Independent Press Councils of Europe held wide-ranging discussions on 
professional issues related to internet use and social networking sites 
at their annual meeting in Amsterdam in October. The meeting was  
attended on behalf of the Press Council and the Office of the Press  
Ombudsman by  the new Chairman of the Council, Mr. Daithi O  
Ceallaigh, and Ms. Bernie Grogan, Case Officer. 
 
Much of the  discussion was taken up with the use of material posted 
on social networking sites, such as Facebook and Bebo.  Delegates 
were reminded that even where a person has a high security setting on 
their social networking page, access to their material can be gained 
through ‘friends’ who do not have similar security settings. 
 
Delegates noted that very careful consideration should be given by  
anyone  posting material onto their social  networking page.  The follow-
ing points should be borne in mind at all times: 
 
 Think carefully about your security settings    Learn about and use 

the privacy and security settings on social networks, as they are 
there to help you control who sees what you post 

 
 Think carefully about what you intend posting, and who you intend 

allowing access to it 
 
 What you post online stays online, so think twice before posting pic-

tures or any other material you wouldn’t want a future employer to 
see 

 
 Think carefully about who you allow to become your friend 
 
 Remember that once you have accepted someone as your friend 

they will be able to access any information about you (including pho-
tographs) that you have marked as viewable by them. 
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INTERNATIONAL MEETING OF PRESS 
COUNCILS DISCUSSES INTERNET 
USE AND SOCIAL NETWORKING 
SITES 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
FREEDOM OF THE PRESS—WHAT DOES IT MEAN? 

 
The Parnell Summer School  in August was the occasion for an address 
on “The Freedom of the Press by the Press Ombudsman, Professor John 
Horgan.  In a wide-ranging speech dealing with contemporary issues and 
with the responsibilities such freedoms impose, he quoted a century-old 
definition  of the press  by the journalist,  J B Hall, who was a major figure 
in reporting the tumultuous events in Irish political life at the end of the 
nineteenth and the beginning of the twentieth century. Hall said:  
 
“The Press is a queer little monster, half angel, half octopus. It is ‘backed 
like a weasel’; it is ‘very like a whale.’ Its eyes are countless like the stars, 
yet it is sometimes blind. Its ears are keen as the wind, yet it is often 
deaf. Its utterance is louder than the storm, yet it can speak in a still, 
small voice. It has nimble feet, made of wire, with which it skips from 
point to point of the earth’s surface, annihilating distance. It has arms so 
long that it can wrestle with and embrace the whole universe. It devours 
paper, it drinks ink. It has a consummate brain, an uncertain temper, a 
magnificent heart – and it never goes to bed.” 
 
The Press Ombudsman’s speech, commenting on many contemporary 
issues,  is accessible here.  
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The press — ’a queer little monster’ 
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The Press Council of Ireland will hold a seminar in the Morgan Hotel, 
Fleet Street, Dublin 2, on Monday, 6 December on the subject of Chil-
dren and the Media. Among the keynote speakers is a renowned  
Norwegian child psychologist who will present his research into ways in 
which the media in that country can have an impact on children.  
 
Professor Magne Raundalen from the Centre for Crisis Psychology in 
Bergen is President of the Norwegian UNICEF Committee and an  
advisor to the Children’s Ombudsman in Norway. His paper “Children 
and the Newspaper – Not Seen, nor Heard, but Scared” deals in  
particular with the effect which graphic headlines about violent crimes 
can sometimes have on vulnerable minors. It will be responded to by the 
Ombudsman for Children Emily Logan.  
 
The seminar will also cover legal and professional issues surrounding  
coverage of children in the media, with contributions from media, legal 
and advocacy professionals. Paul Connors, Director of Communications 
with the HSE, and Fergus Finlay of Barnardos will conclude by highlighting 
lessons which can assist in formulating future policy in an Irish context.  
 

The seminar takes place on Monday, 6 December at 11 am in the        
Morgan Hotel in Fleet Street and is open to members of the public. Places 
are limited and those interested in attending are required to register in 
advance with the Press Council of Ireland on (01) 6489130.   
 
The full programme is accessible here 
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Seminar on Children and the Press 
 
 

 

http://www.pressombudsman.ie/press-releases/children-and-the-media-seminar-schedule-.2157.html�

	NEWSLETTER OF THE PRESS COUNCIL OF IRELAND AND THE PRESS OMBUDSMAN

	Issue 7

	November 2010

	Page #

	Page #

	Page #

	Page #



<<

  /ASCII85EncodePages false

  /AllowTransparency false

  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true

  /AutoRotatePages /None

  /Binding /Left

  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)

  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)

  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error

  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4

  /CompressObjects /Tags

  /CompressPages true

  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true

  /PassThroughJPEGImages true

  /CreateJobTicket false

  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default

  /DetectBlends true

  /DetectCurves 0.0000

  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK

  /DoThumbnails false

  /EmbedAllFonts true

  /EmbedOpenType false

  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true

  /EmbedJobOptions true

  /DSCReportingLevel 0

  /EmitDSCWarnings false

  /EndPage -1

  /ImageMemory 1048576

  /LockDistillerParams false

  /MaxSubsetPct 100

  /Optimize true

  /OPM 1

  /ParseDSCComments true

  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true

  /PreserveCopyPage true

  /PreserveDICMYKValues true

  /PreserveEPSInfo true

  /PreserveFlatness true

  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false

  /PreserveOPIComments true

  /PreserveOverprintSettings true

  /StartPage 1

  /SubsetFonts true

  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply

  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve

  /UsePrologue false

  /ColorSettingsFile ()

  /AlwaysEmbed [ true

  ]

  /NeverEmbed [ true

  ]

  /AntiAliasColorImages false

  /CropColorImages true

  /ColorImageMinResolution 300

  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleColorImages true

  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /ColorImageResolution 300

  /ColorImageDepth -1

  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1

  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeColorImages true

  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterColorImages true

  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /ColorACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /ColorImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasGrayImages false

  /CropGrayImages true

  /GrayImageMinResolution 300

  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleGrayImages true

  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /GrayImageResolution 300

  /GrayImageDepth -1

  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2

  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeGrayImages true

  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterGrayImages true

  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /GrayACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /GrayImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasMonoImages false

  /CropMonoImages true

  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200

  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleMonoImages true

  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /MonoImageResolution 1200

  /MonoImageDepth -1

  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeMonoImages true

  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode

  /MonoImageDict <<

    /K -1

  >>

  /AllowPSXObjects false

  /CheckCompliance [

    /None

  ]

  /PDFX1aCheck false

  /PDFX3Check false

  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false

  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true

  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true

  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()

  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()

  /PDFXOutputCondition ()

  /PDFXRegistryName ()

  /PDFXTrapped /False



  /CreateJDFFile false

  /Description <<



    /BGR <>

    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>

    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>

    /CZE <>

    /DAN <>

    /DEU <>

    /ESP <>

    /ETI <>

    /FRA <>

    /GRE <>



    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)

    /HUN <>

    /ITA <>

    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>

    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>

    /LTH <>

    /LVI <>

    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)

    /NOR <>

    /POL <>

    /PTB <>

    /RUM <>

    /RUS <>

    /SKY <>

    /SLV <>

    /SUO <>

    /SVE <>

    /TUR <>

    /UKR <>

    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)

  >>

  /Namespace [

    (Adobe)

    (Common)

    (1.0)

  ]

  /OtherNamespaces [

    <<

      /AsReaderSpreads false

      /CropImagesToFrames true

      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue

      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false

      /IncludeGuidesGrids false

      /IncludeNonPrinting false

      /IncludeSlug false

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (InDesign)

        (4.0)

      ]

      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false

      /OmitPlacedEPS false

      /OmitPlacedPDF false

      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy

    >>

    <<

      /AddBleedMarks false

      /AddColorBars false

      /AddCropMarks false

      /AddPageInfo false

      /AddRegMarks false

      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK

      /DestinationProfileName ()

      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /Downsample16BitImages true

      /FlattenerPreset <<

        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution

      >>

      /FormElements false

      /GenerateStructure false

      /IncludeBookmarks false

      /IncludeHyperlinks false

      /IncludeInteractive false

      /IncludeLayers false

      /IncludeProfiles false

      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (CreativeSuite)

        (2.0)

      ]

      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /PreserveEditing true

      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged

      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile

      /UseDocumentBleed false

    >>

  ]

>> setdistillerparams

<<

  /HWResolution [2400 2400]

  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]

>> setpagedevice



